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Ashes, ashes, we all fall
down in exhausted city

ABOUT one and a half hour's
flight from Fukuoke to Shang-
hai means a flight from a
pedestrian’s paradise 10 a
pedestrian’ valley of fiear

Last Toesday 1 came back
fram Fukuoka only to be en-
weloped in brown smog and
choked by black fumes
beiched fram buses on the
toad from Pudong Interna-
tional Airpost to my reated
apartment in Puxi, or Shang-
had west af the Huangpu River.

That road typifics the dol-
drums of an cver-molorized
city: we siagnate In traifie
Joms while we suffocate in
emissions,

To be sure, Shanghal is
much better than many other
Chimese cities, such as Beljing,
in terms of air quality. And
China’s developing country
siatus musd be factared in.

But can't we set our hopes
Figher and have a hooader vi-
clon? Can't we cscape the diny
“poflotion first;, ircatmeni
fater™ path that mary industri-
allzed countries mrod and then
ok great pain fo cormect (nal
all suzcessflly, of course)?

We can, only i we care.

Fukuoka {s a brilliant case
in point, The prefecture's
Kitakyushu Ciry was beavily
poiluped in the 1960s in its
crazed parsnit of industrializa-
tiom, but in bess than 3 years
it shut down polluting planis
and was recognized by the
United Wations as a global
madel of an eso-tow

It took Kitzkyushu much
less Hme 1o eure iis pollution
than many Westem cities that
had biindly pirsoed industri-
alization,

The reason is that
Kitakyushu's people knew
they could make a difference,
that they could avold the same
mistakes made by thoss West-
ern cities, that they must act
immedinteky.

If Khiakyushn City is 2
model eco-town, Fukuoks
City (of Fukuoka Prefectune)
15 a pedesirian paradise.

Fukuoka is a city of abow
1.4 million people living in
340 saquare kilometers. Shang-
hai haz abouot 17 million
people living in 6,340 squanc
kilometers.

Certainly there are many
cars in Fukmoks, bat the best
part of the city i its wido pe-

destrian streeis, ofien wider
than mator lanes,

[ bikoe & city without many
s, bt il homa “sapiens™ are
et 8o creale such a dicam city,
Fukuoka is one of the best
modem medels: mako pedes-
trians the king of the road.

“You can't feel this in Shang-
hai. As my colleagus Douglas
Williams observes, Shanghai is
gripped in 2 car manin. Almast
everyone wants to have acag a
betler car, a pewer car, 1o ou-
shine hig o her neiphbar,

In Shanghai, as in many
other Chinese cities such as
Guangzhou and Belfing,
there're mare and more el-
evated bridges and expanded
modor lanes to accommodate
an eyer-increasing namber of
peivate cars. There i scarcely
any attempt to expand pedes-
iriam space, 5 in Fukualka

City on wheels

A city on wheels has many
pootdems: air polhation, traffic
Jamnas, and endless demands on
fossil fuels. All these ranslate
into a high ecanomls cost and
an unhealthy way of lifs (the
moe you drive a car to your
effice, the less your exerclse
and the likelier you are 1obe-
odms obose)

“Tashi Mada, directar of the
Regional Oifice for Asis and
the Peetlic of the UN Human
Settlements Program, said in
Pukuoka kast week that a soci-
ety should promate what he
called “snstuinable mnspona-
thon'" by encouraging wakking,
cycling and pubife transport.

T other words, a socicty
should promote non-motor-
ized transport.

Homo “sapiens™ (1 don't
kmow whether we should call
ourselves “sapiens™) created
oars 0o have 2 comfortable life,
bt new it clear that cars do
18 mawe arm than benefit

F Scont Filzgerald seys in
*The Great Gatsby™: “This is
2 valley of ashes — ... wher
mihes take the forms of bouses
and chimneys and rising
smarke and, finally, with a tran-
scendent effory, of ash-gray
men wha maove diely and al-
ready crumbling through the
povedery aie”

In w matorized city, ashes
50 take the frms of cars and
‘hases that have pushed pedes-
triars to nowhere.

Do you have an opinion?

S,

Shanghal Dally welcomes the ideas of
others. Please sand your [dea to
opinlon@shanghaldally.cam of jein the
dabate with other Shanghal Dady

regders at v ehanghaldalhyt com

Road rules overruled by
rude and unruly drivers

Douglas
v Williams
Sougluswilliams Fobanghtldailycon

(ONE of those strange truths
sbout Chinese traffic is that
the better the car the worse
the driver.

The car driving 2t speed the
wrodng way up & kicycle lane
is invariably a big black Aud.

The car shooting past in a
residental deiveway missing
the pram-pushing woman by 2
millimeter, Ity a Benz,

The car that cruizes through
the Infersection regandless of
the red Hghe, it & BMW

Consideration fina quality
associnted with many Chinese
drivers, fancy car or ant, bui,
258 Chiness friend pointed out,
the consfderats driver 13 the st~
tionary driver.

That makes & sort-of sad
sense. Giving way is an alto-
peiher allen concept here,

It invelves much the same
mentality 25 quee-jumping,
another plagne: each man, or
womagn, for himself, or herself
— no waiting in line,

Anather fead pointed out
that the guys with the flash
cars wens o0 busy caming the
maney 10 buy the car 1o take
proper lessons.

That doesn't wash [n a num-
berof ways, First, many of the
dirivers ane ex-cab drivers who
made good, hired “chaudfeurs™
who don't owm the car.

Which in itsell begs the
question: [s the passenger in
the back, probably the boss,
too busy clogsing o besiness
el to potfze that the driver is
i meging, homicidal lunatic?

Second, in most Western
driving foests there’s an impor-
tani element that imolves not
Interfering with the maific flow:

In the UK practical test, IT
another driver has 1o brake
becanse the examdnes pulls out
ofa junction in front of them,
then thie teat is fafled.

In China it ahsolutcly nor-
rnal, Whether the other driver
hns 1o stomp on the brakes,
veer into the cycle lane ar
both, it maters not & jot o
most Shanghai drivers who
pull out regardless,

This is particulasly the cxse
if they're in & fancy car and it
doesn’t matter if they are ob-
structing just one car or &
whale Hine of cars.

It's more than 2n impatienss
thing, it's s complzte lack of
cansiderntion and it's mede. A
stunt like that in one of Lan-
dom o LAY seamier baroughs
couhd land the offending driver
in 2 whole worid of trouble.

[ ant o knov what the driv-
ers fuming right on a red light
are thinking as dey intlmidate
theeir vy through the pedesir-
ant crossing on a greenT

& One of those strange truths about Chinese traffic
is that the better the car the worse the driver. 5

Siiet out of my way or 1'I
run you over? Micel

How many pedestrians are
infaued oe kilbed by such driv-
ers? How difficslt would it be
o stop? Alihoupgh the sounds
of homn hanking aro retusming,
the horn ban initially and
quickly made a hoge differ-
ence io the dovwnbown area.

Conddn't the same palicing
practioes be implemented? Red
means stop, mo excoptions. [ts
really it that raclical.

A public information pro-
gram fallowed by spot fines
might work, It did for the
bosns (sort of).

Seat belis in the back of
taxis? Make them usabie and
encourage thelr wse,

Seat belts save lives, they
do, 1t's been scientifically
proven heyand a shadaw of
doubt and they're really mot
that much aof & drag.

It's easy (o Jay ihe boot inte
Shanghal's trafTic situation,
many already have,

The troth is it's actually a

whale lot bester than the traf-
fic in many other cities -
Miwmbai, Jakarta and Ho Chi
Bdin City spring (o mind.

That is hardly the point,
Shanghai is supposed to be 2
mndemn, dynamie city. As one
of China’s showcase cities,
Shanghal sitracts a lot of visi-
tors and it's atiracting mooo
and mare.

Window on China

The Warld Expo 2000 ex-
pects to attract 70 milling visi-
torx, As wilh sy uthan emvi-
ronment the state of the fraf-
fic makes & blg impression.

Currently the impression
that many visitors will take
with them is that, if people’s
driving refbects how they neally
are, {hen the Chinese must be
a preity nede and Inconsider-
ate banch,

There are strong midgating
factoes and its nota lost cause,
First, compared with much of
the developed world, Chine
has come to driving late.

Driving has figured lange in
mosd developed countries for
the past 50 years, in China it
oaly really becoms 2 comman
skl in the st 10

Tha Feoples Republic of
China's davers are temfor o
be excused to some extend and
it hardly surprising there ane
some rough edges.

‘There is, hawever, o short-
age af prople whe would will-
inghy help drivers here gat their
highway cods in order.

Form an orderly quers, all
those anto manufacturers
Ipoking for & healthy and posl-
tive hit of PR, and sharpen
your peacils all ye motoring
correspandents. Its no joke,

China's death toll per ve-
hicle in zccidents is 10 tirmes
that in the United States. Mea-
sures can and must be mhen

1'd respectfully soggest hat
the Tirst |5 for tsose impartant
passengers in their big black
Audls to put down their per-
somal organizers and firo their
damb, dangeraus drivers.



