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Hard truths and choices
of Asia’s urbanization
explored in Japan meet

Wan Lixin

wanlixin@shanghaidaily.com

JOURNALISTS from sev-
eral big Asian cities recently
gathered in Fukuoka, Japan,
to discuss problems of dete-
riorating environment caused
by urbanization.

The 5th Asian City Journalist
Conference was organized by
the UN-HABITAT Fukuoka
Office and the Ministry
of Land, Infrastructure,
Transport and Tourism of
Japan, and supported by the
Nishinippon Newspaper.

Eight journalists spoke
frankly about urban problems
in their countries. They share
common problems such as
traffic congestion, overpopu-
lation, pollution of air, water
and soil. Some cities are seri-
ously troubled by the lack of
basic services, soaring home
prices, and aging population.

Hence the challenge
of achieving “balanced
urbanization.”

In his keynote speech,
Fumihiko Seta, associate
professor from Osaka City
University, believed that
urban and environmental
concerns are often given low
priority in actual policies.

Seta also cited depopulation
and aging in Japan, warning
that aging is to become a
serious issue in many Asian
countries, among them
China.

Sharing know-how
And unlike Japan, which
tackled (or is tackling) various
of'its urban and environmen-
tal problems gradually during

economic progress, many
Asian countries have to solve
various problems simultane-
ously, while still aspiring to
economic growth.

Here arises the importance
of information-sharing among
Asian countries in solving
their problems.

For instance, the City of
Kitakyushu suffered seri-
ous pollution during Japan’s
growth in the 1960s, and it has
since undertaken an all-out
effort to fight pollution on the
part of residents, private en-
terprises, research institutes

and the government.

The technology and knowl-
edge gained in this process
can be useful to other Asian
cities.

In his presentation inde-
pendent journalist and author
Arun Katiyar from India
analyzed the impact of traf-
fic congestion in Mumbai
and proposed greater walk-
ability as a way to alleviate
the problem.

Among the advantages of
improved walkability are im-
proved social equality, lower
pressure on public and person-
al transport, environmental
sustainability, and improved
health for residents.

In a subsequent chat with
Katiyar I found the journalist
himself was not only a great
walker, but also a great cyclist,
who owns five bicycles and
sometimes pedals hundreds
of kilometers in a single day.

Looking back

In my presentation, I
pointed out that it is tempt-
ing to look forward to new
technologies, but it is also
important to occasionally
look backwards.

While ordinary residents
actually living in a big city are
chronically frustrated with
long commutes, noise, bad air,
and worsening water quality,
policy makers still regard a
sprawling city dominated by
high rises as the ideal.

One reason may be that
urban life is heavily based on
consumption, and consump-
tion can lead to high growth.

But a city’s primary func-
tion is to serve the daily needs
of its residents, not to impress
others.

For a resident, a local li-
brary, a neighborhood park,
a corner shop or a breakfast
stall can mean more than the
glitter of the neon lights and
brand shops.

A rational way of living
evolves historically, as a re-
sult of gradual adaptations to
local climate, geography, and
culture.

The traditional Chinese
dwelling is characterized by
greater emphasis on harmony
with its natural surroundings,
and relatively little emphasis
on personal comforts. It is a
low-carbon way of living.

As cities grow, traditional
extended families are also
becoming obsolete. One of
the most affected segments of
the population is the elderly,
many of whom are now cared
for by institutions, rather than
their children.

Hopefully these explora-
tions can help us tackle the
problems confronting us.

Do you have an opinion?

Shanghai Daily welcomes the ideas of others. Please
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EVERY time she meets guests from
outside her village, 59-year-old Zhang
Baihua asks the same question — would
you dare to drink our water?

It is not a question that requires an
answer, but more like a bitter joke for
Zhang and her fellow villagers since their
water is polluted and undrinkable.

The water from Zhang’s well has
turned yellow and smells foul; there’s
white foam on the surface.

“It’s not drinkable but can be used to
wash clothes after sedimentation,” she
said. A 120-meter-deep well provides
water for the whole village.

Zhang lives in a small village called
Xinguang Eight in suburban Baotou
City of north China’s Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region.

At the eastern end of the village, a
tailings pond for the residue of ore covers
more than 10 square kilometers and the
water is six meters deep.

The tailings pond is an expanding
man-made lake that holds by-products
of rare earths and iron extraction
processes, including leftover rare earth
elements, heavy metals such as niobium
and thorium, and other substances.

The pond, only one kilometer away
from Zhang’s home, has been collecting
mine wastes produced by the Baotou
Iron and Steel Group (Baogang) since
1965. The underground water in the
areas around Baogang’s tailings pond
was polluted by leakage from the pond,
the National Business Daily said, citing
a report issued by the Baotou environ-
mental monitoring station in 2006.

Poorly compensated

The report, based on testing of water
samples from five wells in Dalahaishang
Village in 1995, 2000 and 2006, said the
water was not safe for drinking or irriga-
tion. The water samples contained the
same pollutants as in the tailings pond.

The Baogang Group drilled several
deep wells to ensure safe drinking water
for about 4,000 residents in Zhang’s
village, Dalahaishang Village and three
other villages around the pond.

The steel maker also invested 300
million yuan (US45.39 million) to
resettle these villagers. However, because
of disputes about compensation, no one
villagers agreed to move and completed
apartments remained vacant.

“I have to pay extra charges for the
resettlement housing if [ move. Mean-
while, the new place is too far from my
cropland and my son’s working place,”
said 73-year-old Zhang Sanhu in Xin-
guang Three village.

Tailings
take toll on

Disputes over Baogang’s tailings
pond pollution have been going on for
years, and this is neither unusual nor the
most threatening one in China.

On September 8, 2008, an unlicensed
iron ore tailings pond in north China’s
Shanxi Province burst, unleashing a
wave of mud and mining wastes that
inundated a downstream village with
more than 1,000 residents.

The disaster resulted in at least 277
deaths and economic losses of more than
96 million yuan. The incident led to resig-
nation of the provincial governor. This is
still considered the world’s largest disas-
ter involving collapse of tailings dams.

A mining boom since
2000, fueled by the
Chinese economy’s

increasing demand for
metals, has left the

country studded with

unsafe tailings ponds.

A mining boom since 2000, fueled
by the Chinese economy’s increasing
demand for metals, has left the country
studded with unsafe tailings ponds,
said Tian Wengqj, a tailings expert with
China’s State Administration of Work
Safety. He is also a senior engineer at
China Enfi Engineering Corp (Enfi),

a company set up by China Nonferrous
Engineering and Research Institute. “In
terms of the pond numbers, China might
top any other country in the world,” Tian
told Xinhua in an exclusive interview.

According to government figures,
at the end of 2009 China had 12,523
tailings ponds, of which 2,098, or 16.8
percent, had various safety problems.

To make the situation worse, small
ponds account for 95.4 percent of China’s
total. These ponds, designed with a
storage capacity of less than 1 million
cubic meters, are susceptible to damage
from as earthquakes, hurricanes and
floods.

“Tailings ponds are indispensable for
the mining industry, since only a tiny
fraction of mining ore contains useful
metals and the rest is waste, or tailings,
held in ponds,” Tian said.

The ponds are major sources of
environmental pollution and mining
accidents. “The dams holding the tailings

lllustration by Zhou Tao/Shanghai Daily

ponds are not always examples of high-
level engineering and in some cases may
be made by simply bulldozing the tailings
themselves into an embankment,” he
said.

The majority of ponds are operated
by small private mining companies, he
said, and since they try to cut operating
costs “they will not pay much attention
to pond safety,” he said.

China’s huge number of inadequate
tailings ponds have become a grave
challenge for the country and there
is a serious shortage of designers
specializing in tailings ponds.

“China used to have 20 to 30 tailings
pond design institutes, but that was far
from enough for the growing demand,”
Tian said.

He warned that the scarcity of
qualified designers meant that some
small ponds are built without any design
and others are designed by unqualified
personnel and represent safety threats.

Another major problem is that pond
sites are often unavoidably near populated
places and ecologically fragile regions.

For example, the Majiatian tailings
pond of Panzhihua Iron and Steel Group
in Sichuan Province has a designed stor-
age capacity of 187 million cubic meters.
It is located on the upper reaches of the
main stream of the Jinsha River, an im-
portant tributary of the Yangtze River.

Role of insurance

China has solicited public opinion on
the revision of the 2006 regulation on
safety management and supervision of
tailing ponds.

According to Tian, the revised
regulation would probably add specific
rules about re-use of tailings and
government monitoring.

Zhang Dezhou, a tailings pond expert
at Enfi, said China should learn from
foreign countries how to set up insurance
systems for mining companies.

“Any mining company would have
to receive an insurance company’s
guarantees before its operation begins,”
Zhang said. Under this system, if a
mining company goes bankrupt, the
insurance company would provide
coverage for potential pollution problems
that could occur and result in liabilities
and expenses for the mine owner.

“The insurers would understand
the mining company’s technical and
business conditions, as well as the
potential risks. It’s like arranging an
examiner interview for students before
they can start their tests,” Zhang said.

(Xinhua)




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


