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Eniile "shoo-n' for Minonty Leader post, says Estrada

Focus on water issues, UN exec urges media

By Cyiihia 2. Balana
Philipping Dally Ingulrer
1% 1263 aim | Mondiy, Dacamber 3rd, 2013
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FUKUdM Japan—A lop United Mations regional official in Asia and ihe Facific has called on bolh iradilional and
social media lo give more focus and space o walar-relaled issues that have dramalic consequences for humanity.

Chiis Radiord, acling diractor of tha United Nations Human Selilements Pragram Regional Office for Asia and the
Pacific (N Habilat), urged media 1o ry and influence policy and cause posilive aclion in communilies o addioss
Issuas such as walar securily, waler crisis, sanitation and floading

Radiord said ihere was a logical parinership batween UN Habital and the media in exploring ways (o diive
communities lo action

*How do we work logether so thal the communily should be much more in parinarship with ihe governmant?®
Hadlord said at the end of the four.day 7ih Asian Cily Joumalisis Conference (AGJG) and Emdronmantal
Technology Experts Group Mealing here.

Radford nalad thare was much media emphasis on disaster bul less on people and communities (hat actually
stifviva il and mava on

This four-day confereénce brought logether UN Habital country managaers and execulives, omvironmantal lachnology
onpens, ]Dm“ﬁ'lﬂ. membars of nongovemmant organizations, govemmaents and Ihe academe (o discuss the
isauas of walar and sustainable developmenl.

A numbar of environmantal lechnologies wire inlroducaed—Irom walar conseivalion lachnalogy 1o watar punitying
blocks, heal insulating paint, imgation waler wheels and sewage treaiment bacleria, to raimvaler harvesting and
smallscala dasalination technologles praciiced by local govemments and privale secior companias,

Also discussed was suslainable uiban devalopment planning

Butuan Gity Mayor Ferdinand Amante was among the axparts imvited from the Philippine governmant sector. Other
oxpails wore from S Lanka, Mongolia, Burma (Myanmar), Bangladesh, Laos, Cambodia, Vieinam, indonesin and
ihe Pacilic Islands, who shared their umpurlunl:u! inaddressing issues related (o walor and suslainablo uiban
davelopmant

in the Philippines, recuiing waler-related problems include increasing water bills, supply shorlages, leaking pipes,
unclean waler and looding Waler pilferage and lack of infrastruclure were also idenlified as threals (o waler
sacuiily in ihe couniry,
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