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N/ Mudin's role to show loopholas
Editarial
Piiraiica By Anuradha Eodagoda
Fanturas The 7th Aslan City Journalista' Confaranes waa hald this year teo in Fukuoka Japan with the participation of
Palitical Journalists from seven south Aslan countries, The Asia City Journalists' Conference 18 held avary year with the
Sacurlty alm of bringlng journalists in Asla together to exchange oplnions and share knowledge.
Sporta
Bpactrum Ini this year's confarence, the scribes discussed how communities In Aslan cltles can secure
o aafe and sustainable water, restore healthy rivars and ecosystems. They shared Important
Snege Information and discussed |ssues that the respective clties facad In terms of water and
Impack sanitation and the roles of journalists and the media on how they could support to Improve
world the current altuation. The Asian City Journalists' Conference Is organised by the UN-Habitat
Olilliaras Fukuoka office with tha advocacy of the Nishinlppon Newspaper, Fukuoka Prefecture, Fukuoka
Junlor | City. "In the modern world dissemination of information plays a big role as a result of which
P I the warld g mueh more connactad than bafors,
Ty = Ehits Ml
st Tharefore, journalists have a erucial role to play and we have recognised the importance of establishing
e pAtRErSHIpE with journalists which 18 & good reason o have the Asia City Journaliste’ Conference In Fukuaka
CTHER LINKE Japan annually,” sald Chris Radford, the Acting Director, Reglonal Office for Asia and the Pacific - UM Habitat,

“Although we have excellant techniques and maethods to solve the problems it is important to have a closer
relationship with journalists in the region because we can share the knowledge and get mare information and
mainly learn from each othar.

We balieve the media's role should be to show the loopholes and advocacy In terms of the government belng
awara of what works and what doesn't work and feed into their policies,” he said

Radford said: "I was quite Impressed by the presentations of every journalist representing the seven Aslan
countries namaly India, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, China, Vietnam, Philippines and Japan. Although none of them
possessed tochnical expertise on water related [ssues, they could come up with excellent prasentations about
tha glven taplc,

"However, the challenge is, with all the information, how would you use this knowledge to overcome the existing
insuna that yau have in your cities? For example, as Arun Katlyar stressed In his presentation about the water
mafla In Mumbal and the Jaurnalist fram Indanesia, Famega Syavica Putel, stressed about the transparency and
the accountabllity of the water operators In Jakarta, It is Important to find a mechanism to deal with these
Issues, aspecially when making public awareness,

"It Is o knewn Tact that while the Asia-Pacific Reglon has achieved rapld economic development and many
countries have seen vast improvements in soclal infrastructure, residential envirenment, and standards of living,
thess changes have come at a cost of great burdens for the natural environment.

“This reglon continues to experience a rapld population growth; In the next 25 years, |t is estimated that the
paplation will grew by over 1 billlan,

As most of the growth s predicted to center on citles, It has become critical to find solutlons to lssues such as
sanltation and water Infrastructure, waste management and energy and larger scope of lssues such as
industrialisation and climate change. For the Asla-Pacilic reglen to continue enjoying stable ecanemic grawth,
aslde fram  economic development, the approaching urban challenges from soclal and  environmantal
perspectives and forming sustainable urban developmaent ara parameunt,

"Slnge the mid-19808, the Unlted Matlgns Human Settlemants Programme {(UN-Habitat) has implemented
environmentally-sound urban development projects In natlons around the world and engaged In research and
policy advocacy regarding the Intersections of development and environment; resource management for
sustalnable developmant; and the governance noadad to enabla such managomant.

Iit Asla and the Pacifle reglon, the activities of UN-Habitat span from poverty and slum reduction programs to
large scale post-conflict and post-disaster recongtruction projects, and to promoting urban poliey thraugh
anvironmentally sustalnable concepts and methods. "UN-Habltat's academic and government partners In Asla at
both national and laal levels have increasingly expresaed thele interests in learning from Japanese experience,
know-how, and implementation of enviranmental technologles,

Fukuoka 15 homae te a cluster of distingtive environment relatad technolegles, know-how and urban policy
exportise. These resources are leveraged by local governmaents, rasearch Institutes, businesses, and NGOs, and
by partiering with tham, UN-Habitat hopes to disseminate this technical expertise and informatlon through its
netwaork, "Since 2009, UN-Habitat Reglonal Offiee for Asla and the Pacifie (ROAP) has organised an
anvironmental technology expert group meeting Inviting representatives from local governmeants, environmantal
NGO and UN-Habitat experts from both Fukuoka and Asla and the Pacific region. So far fruitful discussions were
made on water and sanitation energy and sewage Introducing & number of anvirenmaental technologles, from
watar conaarvation technology to water purifying blocks, heat insulating paint, Irrigation water wheals and
sowage trastment bacterla,

As an output of intensive discussions by the panelists, six demo projects have been conducted successfully in
Mangolla, Nepal, Philippinas, Loos, and Srl Lanka," Chrig said,

Therafore, this yaar, parallel @ the Asla City Journalists’ Conference expart group mestings wers hald and
Iinternational journalists were Invited to participate as observers,
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This year's expert mesting focused on the toples of water and sustainable urban developmant over a span of two
daya; an day one, wiler techielogios ralatad to diinking watar and recyclad and rause of watar such an walar
consarvation technologles, ralnwater harvesting, and small scale desalination technologles practised by local
governmants and private sector companies were introduced.

Day two was dedicated for the theme of nu:talnnbl.u urban development and both public and private sector
axporla an both concaptual and tachnalogical aspacts of achlaving sustainabla urban developmant were invited,

On both daya, the representatives from Asla talked about thelr current sanitation situations, lssues and
potantials for collaborations with the technologlas,

By Intraducing water ralated problems and naeds of varlous countrles and elties, the current proagress af thald
waork, the maating alme to llluminate potantial challenges and possibilities for collsboration and partnarships,
through follow up workshops and small scale pllat projects.

It pravided an opportunity for the axperts from Fukuoks as well as tha genaral public, to learn about the current
situations and challenges faced by many cities in Asia.
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