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. Strong partnerships key to solid waste management

Solid waste management stll poses challenges for many countries around the
world and there 15 a need for all nations to work together 1o address the issue
urgently

A strong partnership and cooperation from all sectors are key for effective solid
waste management and the development of sustainable urbanisation in ling with
the Sustainable Development Goals (SD{Gs),

These were among the suggestions at the 12th Asian City Journalist Conference
that was held in Fukuoka, Japan, during November 27-28,

The conterence was organised by the United Mations Human Settlements
l'mgr:lmmc‘g {LIN-Habiiat) chi-mal Office for Asia and the Pacific (ROAP) and
the theme for the event was “Sustamable Cities and Communities — Situations of
Solid Waste Management and Lecalisation of Sustainable Development Goals™,
The conlerence was aimed at bringing together journalisis from Asian cities,
including those in Japan, Laos, Nepal, India, Indonesia and South Korea, to
exchange opinions, share knowledge and discuss what roles media can play.
During the conference. journalists from Asian countries and other participants
visited the Clean Ene-Park Nambu, which uses the latest technalogy to safely process combustible waste from the roughly 600,000 residents
of the southern metropolitan Fukuoka region.

The Clean Enc-Park NMambu is a great example of safe and reliable waste processing for a local community and a centre for enviromment
study.

The participants also visited the Green Hill Madoka landfill site, a facility for environment-friendly landfill disposal of the residue of
burnable rubbish,

On November 28, the Asian journalists made presentations on solid waste management in their countries.

A jowrnalist from Nishinippon Newspaper of Japan, Mr Shinji Fujisaki, spoke about the measures put in place in Japan and Fukuoka for
dealing with waste plastic and sustainable lives,

Mr Fujisaki said authoritics had been promoting awareness about reducing waste in communities, and organising public campaigns on
rewsing and recycling plastic. He said, “Waste management is a big problem and needs strong eforts from the involved sectors to address the
155uc in erder to move towards the Millenium Development Goals.™

Mr Fujisaki said plastic waste is being collected by the authorities and brought 1o a factory where it is erushed and wrmed into oil,

In the Lao capital of Vientiane, although the collection and transportation of solid waste has been improved since 1997 with support and
i‘unding froam the .[np:uw_gc government 1hrou;_;l_h JC A, the issue remains a ¢]m|lcnge due to illcg:\l dumping_, ;||:¢ording i Flentiane Thnes.
Many people living near canals and marshes still dump plastic and houschold garbage around the shores of the city s main lake. instead of
disposing of it in a more responsible way.

A majonty of people do not separate the waste in their households and still rely on old methodologies 1o get rid of garbage, such as buming
or dumping waste in an inappropriatc manner.

Aneiher problem is that the waste management service is unable o meet the demands of all ihe people, and ihe vehicles for waste collection
are insufficient for reaching all communities.

In order to take forward the issue of sustainable solid waste management in future, the Asian journalists reaffirmed their commitment to help
localise the issue and related SDGs at the grassroots level, to bring imermational good practices 1o lecal communities and to report on the
local best practices to encourage their replication,

Asian journalisis and ather participanis gather at the
12th Asian City Jonrnalist Conference.

By Phaisythong Chandala
(Latest Update December 8, 2018)
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