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PARTICIPATORY URBAN PROFILING 
Fiji-Rapid urban Profiling is an exercise branching from various themes and 
agendas in improving urban environments. This is acknowledged by the ministry, 
in focusing its efforts on the principles outlined in the Habitat Agenda (1975), 
Pacific Urban Agenda and Millennium Development Goals.  
Informal settlements, slums, squatters etc is a global urban issue and cities 
around the world are embarking on various programs to tackle this, for with such 
settlements arises urban poverty. UN-Habitat with the European Union and the 
Asia-Caribbean-Pacific (ACP) pursued the Participatory Slum Upgrading 
Program as an avenue to address such an issue. The Participatory Slum 
Upgrading Program is one of UN-Habitat’s efforts to mobilize partners and 
resources to commonly impact urban poverty reduction; to identify urban 
capacity building and investment priorities that will lead to more sustainable 
interventions in tackling urban poverty.  
 
Beginnings of FIJI - Rapid Urban Profiling 
In late 2008-early 2009, the United Nations Human Settlements Program or UN-
Habitat joined the Ministry of Local Government, Urban Development, Housing 
and Environment in its efforts on re-looking at informal settlements in the urban 
centres.  
 
The emphasis was on improving living conditions, given its responsibilities under 
the Housing portfolio. How the ministry will prioritize on improvements and areas 
to be improved can only be determined better through profiling of the urban 
areas, with the informal settlements as one of the key components of profiling. 
 
Urban Profiling is the Phase 1 of the UN-Habitat’s Participatory Slum Upgrading 
Program. It is a program that reinforces an improved and more effective urban 
management and governance systems at regional, national and local levels. 
The ministry sees it responsibility to promote and consolidate collaboration with 
all partners, including local authorities and private and non-governmental 
organizations in the implementation of the Habitat Agenda. The Millennium 
Development Goals aims to improve at least 100 million slum dwellers by year 
2020. Whilst this figure is far from our own total population of less than a million, 
come 2020 there is a high chance of squatter population surpassing more than 
50% in the total urban population.  
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Urban profiling focuses on assessing the institutional, legal and regulatory 
framework as well as financial setup. Urban themes within our towns and cities 
are assessed ranging from land and land tenure, urban health, disaster 
management, governance, economic opportunities, climate change etc. these 
are matters of consideration by the central government, yet it is more profound 
matters for consideration at micro-level, on the ground or at the grass-root. In a 
nutshell, Fiji’s urban situation can be described as an environment faced with 
inadequate basic urban services, inefficient waste management and 
experiencing an uncontrolled growth of informal settlements. It is evident that 
our towns have uncoordinated disaster management plan, there is inefficient 
traffic and road infrastructure as well as weak governance. 
 
This exercise is presently a partnership between the ministry, UN-Habitat and the 
University of the South Pacific, initiated in October 2009. The urban profiling will 
produce information that will trigger strategies for implementation to achieve 
the desired impacts or our goals: 
 
NO. KEY URBAN ISSUES GOAL 

1 Inadequate basic 
urban services 

Adequate wholesome water, proper sanitation & 
affordable electricity supply for all by 2020 

2 Inefficient waste 
management 

Efficient and appropriate waste disposal methods 
which are accessible and affordable 
Safe and clean cities and towns by 2020. 

3 Uncontrolled informal 
settlement 

Reduce informal settlements through upgrading 
and provision of affordable house sites by 2020. 

4 Lack of disaster 
management plan 

Develop well coordinated and efficient national 
disaster management plans by 2014. 

5 Inefficient traffic 
management and 
road infrastructure 

Upgrading and maintaining of all roads and 
related infrastructure by 2014. 

6 Weak governance Effective, transparent, accountable and efficient 
management of urban governance by 2014. 

 
 
 
With the rapid pace of urban growth, there is a need for an equivalent rapid 
pace to assess the current urban situations faced; to not only identify in broad 
terms but with figures and facts from the ground. This rapid urban profiling 
program by the ministry is an accelerated and action-oriented exercise to 
identify and quantify these issues and at the same time, set out strategies of 
implementation in order to achieve the above goals. 
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