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16.00 – 18.00, Tuesday, 24th June 2014

 Session Goal 

HFA2 has a specific, relevant Urban Resilience 
Goal that reflects the current needs, challeng-
es and opportunities of cities and towns in 
Asia and the Pacific

 Session Objectives 

•  The session will identify key messages to be 
taken forward to the World Conference on 
Disaster Risk Reduction in 2015

•  A diverse range of perspectives will have 
been shared, from stakeholders including 
(but not limited to) City/local government, 
local government federations, national gov-
ernment, academia and civil society and the 
integration of urban resilience into national 
action plans and policies

•  Awareness raised on the importance of  
conducting risk assessments, including con-
sidering underlying risks and economic anal-
ysis to provide adequate information to be 
considered in  city planning and budgeting

•  Successful measures for urban resilience dis-
cussed

•  Knowledge and information shared among 
participants in mainstreaming resilience in 
city planning 

•  Market based instruments for disaster pre-
paredness and recovery of economies dis-
cussed and their importance highlighted

 Background 

A new wave of urbanization is unfolding, in 

particular cities in Asia are growing rapidly 
(40 million people added to urban areas ev-
ery year) and by 2030, 55% of the population 
will be living in urban areas while contribut-
ing around 80% of the region’s GDP.  Exist-
ing cities will merge together to create urban 
settlements on a scale never seen before, in 
the form of mega cities / regions, urban corri-
dors, city regions, and emergence of new me-
dium and small sized cities  and towns along 
the coastal zones, flood plains and in seismic 
zones. The current way of rapid and often 
unplanned expansion of urban areas in high 
risk areas exposes a greater number of peo-
ple and economic assets to risk and creates a 
new, complex risk landscape, presenting new 
challenges for policy makers and local govern-
ments.

The Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA) 
(2005-2015) highlighted that disaster risk is 
compounded by increasing vulnerabilities re-
lated to various underlying risks, including 
unplanned urbanization. Across the HFA, vari-
ous elements of urban risk reduction are men-
tioned as crucial areas of work to implement 
the HFA.  In particular, incorporating disaster 
risk reduction into urban planning is specified 
to reduce the underlying risk factors (Priority 
4). 

In recent years, resilience programmes such 
as Asian Cities Climate Change Resilience 
Network (ACCCRN) and the Making Cities 
Resilient Campaign, have demonstrated ur-
ban resilience at pilot scale.  However, there 
is still a lack of clarity over even definitions of 
terms such as urban resilience and an overly 
significant divergence of approach between 
the DRR, climate change and humanitarian 



duction emphasized the need for reversing the 
trend of mounting economic losses caused by 
natural disasters and climate change. Despite 
the availability of impact models to assess the 
damages and losses in economic terms, there 
is an emerging need to scale up market-based 
instruments to promote risk awareness and 
mainstream disaster-proofing in economic 
and financial decisions. In particular, financing 
models to address the inter-industry losses to 
be promoted at regional and city level. Much 
further research and financial model testing at 
different economic platforms is needed.

 Speakers  

The Panel will take the form of a moderated 
discussion where panellists will make opening 
statements, after which the moderator will 
ask specific questions to the panellists and will 
take questions from the floor

agendas.  Furthermore, the economic case for 
urban resilience is often not made, and needs 
to be factored into budgets, plans and invest-
ment decisions of the local governments.

The HFA-2012 review notes that addressing 
underlying risk has seen the least progress and 
the Local Government Self-Assessment Tool 
(LGSAT) of 42 cities identified that the majority 
of the activities are around five areas; 

1.  Consideration of DRR into new urban plan-
ning regulations, plans and development, 

2. Establishment of Disaster Management 
committees, 

3. Hazard resistant infrastructure, improving 
existing facilities, 

4.  Awareness and training and 
5.  Multi-stakeholder forums. 

While a recent analysis of the LGSAT in Viet-
nam and Thailand shows that local govern-
ment has made least progress. Moving into 
post-HFA, there is a need to consider how to 
strengthen the capacity of local governments 
to build resilience, especially through address-
ing underlying risk factors. 

2015 will be a watershed year as global com-
mitments such as MDGs, HFA and the Kyoto 
Protocol are being renewed. The Open Work-
ing Group (OWG) of the General Assembly, 
tasked to develop a proposal on the SDGs 
have identified Sustainable cities and human 
settlements (Focus area 13) among 19 priority 
areas.  The recent IPCC Fifth Assessment Re-
port Climate Change 2014: Impacts, Adapta-
tion, and Vulnerability, particularly notes the 
impact of climate change on urban areas. 
The 4th Global Platform for Disaster Risk Re-

Moderator: Anna Brown, 
Rockerfeller Foundation 
As a Senior Associate Direc-
tor at the Rockefeller Foun-
dation, Ms. Anna Brown 
manages the Asian Cities 
Climate Change Resilience 

Network (ACCCRN). She is also part of a team 
tasked with refining the Foundation’s global strat-
egy, and serves as deputy manager of the Asia 
Regional Office. Prior to joining the Rockefeller 
Foundation, Ms. Brown served as a researcher 
and coordinator for the MIT-USGS Science Impact 
Collaborative, the Quaker United Nations Office, 
and UNESCO’s Water Sciences Division. She has 
bachelor’s degree in Environmental Studies from 
Brown University and master’s in City Planning 
from the MIT.



1. Mr. Yukimoto Ito, Deputy Mayor of Sendai 
Yukimoto Ito is vice mayor of the City of Sendai, Japan. Prior to his post at the 
city government, he worked for over 30 years at the Development Bank of Japan 
holding various posts including general manager of Business Restructuring depart-
ment and general manager of Information & Telecommunications department. He 

graduated from School of Law, Tohoku University.

2.  Dr. Richard Friend, Institute for Social and Environmental Transition    
     Rockerfeller Foundation/ACCCRN network 
Dr Richard Friend is a Senior Scientist with the Institute for Social and Environmen-
tal Transition (ISET), leading the Asia Regional Office. He is responsible for the pro-
gram management and technical oversight of regional programs on urban climate 
resilience including the USAID-funded Mekong Building Climate Resilient Asian 
Cities (M-BRACE). Dr Friend has a PhD in social anthropology and development 

studies. He has over twenty years experience working in Southeast Asia focusing on the poverty and 
governance dimensions of social transformations and natural resource management, including climate 
change and urbanization. He has published widely including acting as lead author for the UNDP 2011 
Human Development Report for Cambodia on climate change and rural livelihoods.

3.  Bernardia Irawati Tjandradewi, Secretary General, United Cities 
and Local Governments – Asia-Pacific 

Dr Bernardia Irawati Tjandradewi received her Ph.D in Urban Engineering from the 
University of Tokyo, Japan. She has more than fifteen years of experience in urban 
development. She has been appointed as the Secretary General of UCLG ASPAC, 
and is Vice Chair of the Global Mayors Forum Council.  She was also involved in 
the UNISDR’s Campaign on “My City is Getting Ready” as the member of the 
Advisory Committee.

4.  Dr. Bharat Dahiya, Visiting Research Fellow, Chulalongkorn  
        University
Bharat Dahiya is an urban and regional planner with a PhD from the University 
of Cambridge, UK. He has over 15 years of professional experience in initiating, 
leading, and managing technical assistance and operational projects on sustain-
able urban development in Asia and the Middle East, working for the World Bank, 

UN-Habitat, the Asian Development Bank, and UNDP. At UN-Habitat, Bharat was the Coordinator of 
the first-ever report on The State of Asian Cities 2010/11. He has held academic positions in Australia 
and Indonesia, and is currently a Visiting Fellow at Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok.


